
FROM THE TOWER 
February 2012 

 

Worship with Us! 
Sunday Worship 

8:15 and 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 

9:45 a.m. 
 

 

 
The Rev. Dr. Charles D. Bang, Senior Pastor 

 
 

=FLOOR(DAY(MINUTE(A1/38)/2+56)&"/5/"&A1,7)-34 

 
What appears above is the winning entry in a 
contest to come up with the shortest Excel 
worksheet formula for determining the date of Easter 
anytime between 1900 and 2078. 
 
The winner of the contest was Norbert Hetterich of 
Germany (where else!).  The formula assumes the 
year is in cell A1 and the day/month/year date format 
is in regional settings.  I haven’t tested the formula, 
but I know that somewhere out there in the 
congregation, one of you is an Excel ninja, so let me 
know if it works. The easier way is to go to this web 
page and use the calculator contained therein: 
http://www.ely.anglican.org/cgi-bin/easter. 
 
The date of Easter, as you know, changes from year 
to year.  It is determined by the planets.  Easter falls 
on the first Sunday after the first full moon after the 
Spring equinox, so the earliest it can happen is 
March 22 with the latest being April 25.  So this year, 
April 8th is neither the earliest nor the latest, but 
considering that Debby just took down our Christmas 
tree, Lent in about a month (Ash Wednesday is 

February 22) it seems like it is just around the 
proverbial corner. 
 
I remain in my operational mode of “watch and 
learn,” and so I am looking forward to seeing how 
Lent is “done” at Gloria Dei.  Christmas was 
wonderful, and Epiphany (so far) has been 
informative and inspirational. As I peruse the 
bulletins for Ash Wednesday and the Lenten and 
Holy Week season, I am eager to work with these 
liturgies and programs and with our church staff to 
craft our worship opportunities so they are worthy 
expressions of our gratitude to God and so they 
bring you joy and lift your spirits along with giving 
you a sense of awe and beauty. 
 
I hope you will join me in this year’s Lenten journey 
here at Gloria Dei so that when we arrive wide-eyed 
at the empty tomb on Easter, we will have a better 
and more complete understanding of how incredible 
God’s love is for us. 
 
Soli Deo Gracias – to God alone be the glory, or as 
we say in “these parts,” Gloria Dei – Glory to God. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
Pastor Charles Bang 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.ely.anglican.org/cgi-bin/easter
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NEWS FROM THE 
PRINCIPAL  
 

 

During these winter months when it is often cold and 
night falls early, you may have experienced the 
hibernation effect.  I know I have.  After coming 
home, there are many evenings when it is 
comforting to relax and snuggle in for the night to 
enjoy family time together.   
 
In today’s age of technology, there are a multitude of 
activities to engage in while spending time 
together—television, movies, video games, 
computers, I-pods, etc.  Sometimes we forget to take 
this opportunity to READ!!!!!! Recreational reading 
has almost become a lost art.   
 
For younger children who have not yet learned to 
read, it is extremely important to read to them daily.  
Studies have shown that children who have been 
read to daily perform better in school and are better 
readers.  Read stories together, talk about what 
happens, play games with the repetition, rhythm, 
and rhymes of a story.  Have fun with reading 
adventures.  You do not have to teach your child to 
read before school, but enjoy reading to your child. 
Not only will this be a special togetherness time, but 
you are setting the foundation for building a more 
successful reader. 
 
Strong reading skills benefit students in every aspect 
of their learning.  As adults, we need to ensure that 
school-age children actively read—to read not just 
the reading assignment for homework, but to read 
books for fun and enjoyment.   
 
One of the programs we use for our students in the 
elementary and middle school grade levels to help 
foster and strengthen reading skills is Accelerated 
Reader.   
 
The goals of this web-based program are to:   

 Promote Reading – Reading more books 
and developing a lifelong love for reading are 
important to a child’s success.    
 
 Improve Test Scores – Independent 
reading has a positive impact on a student’s 
achievement, which has even been demonstrated on 
certain standardized tests.  The more your child 
reads, the better your child is likely to perform. 
 

Develop Language Arts Skills – Reading 
develops and promotes comprehension, vocabulary 
knowledge, and writing skills that students will use in 
all subject areas. 
 
To maximize the benefits of the program, students 
are assessed to determine their current reading 
levels.  They then select a book from the AR list 
within their reading level.  Students take 
computerized quizzes which evaluate whether they 
comprehended the books read.  Students may 
complete quizzes in their classrooms, in the Harris 
Creek Library, or in the Computer Lab.  When a child 
passes a quiz, he/she accumulates points.  As 
students accumulate points, they are awarded prizes 
such as bookmarks, pencils, erasers, books, and ice 
cream parties.  
 
Researchers of the AR program have developed a 
formula which when used helps foster the greatest 
reading growth.  Three things need to occur – 35 Z 
90%.   
 
35 Children should read at least 35 minutes a 
day. 
Z   Students must read within their zone (reading 
level). 
90%   Students ideally should be scoring at least 
90% on quizzes. 
When students read 35 Z 90%, reading growth is 
occurring. 
 
Parents, I encourage you to make time for your 
child’s reading and, as he/she reads, periodically 
check to see if he/she is within the 35 Z 90%.  Make 
reading a family experience. Happy reading! 
 
God bless, 
Linda K. Robinson 
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Second Grade News 
 
Second graders have had a busy few months.  We 
learned about our community, its rules, and leaders.  
We had our first social studies tests, with essays, 
and our first field trip to Belmont Pumpkin Farm.  Our 
Long Ago unit was very exciting, especially our Long 
Ago Days.  We made cornucopias, Indian fry bread, 
applesauce ornaments, and dream catchers. 
 
We’ve practiced our flashcards for Math Blast and 
Mad Math Minutes.  We are learning to count 
money, tell time, and read temperatures.  We are 
working toward an ice cream party, if we pass all 30 
levels of Math Blast! 
 
We have been reading like crazy and gaining many 
AR points.  Touring our classroom community of 
libraries is great fun!  We had our first book report in 
September, and that was an awesome learning 
experience. 
 
Language has been tricky.  We have learned about 
subjects and predicates, nouns, verbs, adjectives, 
sentence combining, following directions, giving 
directions, being a good listener, and taking a phone 
message-WOW!!!!!!  
 
The season of Advent brought us many exciting 
projects.  We practiced our songs for our program 
and made many homemade decorations for our 
class tree.  Now that we have returned from 
Christmas break, we are adjusting back into our 
routines and working hard!  
 
Second grade has been filled with many things to 
do, but the main goal is to be responsible, learn, and 
have fun! 
 
Mrs. Maguire and Mrs. Grubb 

 
Two Year Olds’ News 
 
On June 20, 2011, Gloria Dei Lutheran School 
added a Two-Year Old Program.  A few months 
later, we were knocking down walls making the 
classroom larger to accommodate a growing waiting 
list. 

 
We are very fortunate to have a great group of 
children and parents for our first year.  The children 
have enjoyed playing together and forming 
friendships.  They all adjusted very quickly, which is 
always a blessing.  They are very bright and eager 
to learn. 
 
The outdoor playground, made just for them, is of 
course a big hit.  The children have enjoyed our 
resource classes, music and library, also our weekly 
chapel service.  They walk like big boys and girls to 
and from these activities and are very good listeners 
while we are there. 
 
Fall found a lot of smiles on our children’s’ faces with 
the falling leaves, carving pumpkins, standing in a 
Fire Fighter’s boots, and a visit from Sparky the Fire 
Safety Dog.  Clifford also paid a visit to our 
classroom.  We also sorted our sports shirts and had 
a Fall Festival Party. 
 
We have talked about family and friends and what it 
means to be thankful, celebrating with a 
Thanksgiving feast. 
 
We practiced faithfully for our Christmas program, 
and it showed.  They did a great job and looked so 
cute doing it! 
 
We came to school dressed in pajamas for our 
“Twas the Night Before Christmas” party.  We read 
stories, had lots of treats, and made reindeer food to 
sprinkle on Christmas Eve.  We even visited Santa’s 
House. 
 
We have welcomed new friends in the past few 
weeks and look forward to even more. 
 
We are excited for the brand new year and all the 
opportunities in the coming months to learn and 
grow. 
 
Happy New Year, 
Mrs. Elberfeld (Mrs. E), Miss Robinson, Miss Penny, 
Miss Fladger 
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Computer Resource News 
 
Typing is the basis for all we do in computer class 
and therefore is an essential skill for the students to 
learn.  We focus strongly on it and typically start 
every class with typing.  Our first graders are 
learning the basic concepts of typing, including 
where the home row keys are located and how and 
where their fingers should be placed on the 
keyboard.  These basic skills will be vital in setting 
them on the right path.  They also explore many 
other programs.  Some of our favorites include A to 
Zap, Mighty Math Zoo Zillions, and Letterbugs.  
These programs focus on a wide range of skills from 
letters to math and rhyming to spelling.  All of our 
programs help to supplement the things that they are 
learning in class. 
 
Second through fifth grades are concentrating highly 
on our typing program, Type to Learn 4.  The 
program is broken up into “lessons” and we try to 
complete at least one lesson per class.  However, 
many of the students are able to finish more than 
one.  The program allows the students to strengthen 
their typing skills while playing “games” and learning 
interesting facts.  We also use covers on our 
keyboards to teach the students to type with the 
correct finger placement instead of trying to look at 
the keys.  They are all making great progress.  As 
we continue through the school year, we will also 
learn to use programs such as Microsoft Word, 
PowerPoint, and Excel.  We will have some math fun 
with games such as Turbo Math Facts and Splish 
Splash Math.  A variety of activities in Keyskills will 
be explored.  The second through fifth graders really 
have to put their thinking caps on to play Factory 
Deluxe. 
 
Andrea White 
Computer Resource Teacher 
Grades 1-5 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE for the March issue is 
Wednesday, February 15.  Please send your news 
to amyers@gloriadei.net. Thank you for submitting 
your items on time!! 

 
 

Adult Sunday School 
 
February 5:  Paula Jones will continue her series of 
classes based on articles in The Lutheran magazine.  
This week’s discussion will be on “Church Giving in 
an Unforgiving Economy.”  This look at the 
“economic disruption” of church life gets to the heart 
of the new reality in Lutheran and other churches in 
our recession. The article is available in the January 
2012 edition of The Lutheran and online to digital 
subscribers.  Limited reprints will be available to 
share at the class.  This is a perfect time to 
understand the impact the recession has had on the 
Church and her people. Simeon Center 
 
February 12:  What are your Spiritual Gifts?  We all 
have them but recognizing them and using them to 
God’s glory is often difficult.  Pastor Bang will guide 
us through a survey designed to help us identify 
spiritual gifts.  We will do the survey individually, and 
then Pastor will give us the “key” that will identify the 
gifts through our answers.  You may be surprised at 
the blessings God has given you that you hadn’t 
recognized before. Simeon Center 
 
Paula will return to her regular class topic in the 
Luther Library. 

 
February 19:  Coffee and doughnuts for the adults 
to indulge in the tradition tasty treats before the 
beginning of Lent.  While we are gathered, we will 
open a discussion about topics and ideas for the 
summer programs in adult Sunday School.  It’ll be 
informal and all ideas will be welcome, so join us for 
warm coffee and warm discussion! Simeon Center 
  
Paula’s class will meet as usual. Luther Library 
 
February 26:  Pastor Bang will begin his Lenten 
study.  Simeon Center 
 
Paula’s class will continue their study. Luther Library 
  

mailto:amyers@gloriadei.net
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From the Council President 
 

Consider the Desert 
 

Temptation is an odd thing.  Fundamentally, it holds 
no power unless acted upon; and yet, it can be used 
powerfully to transform our lives.  Many years ago, 
Kelly and I experienced an interesting situation 
during Lent.  After a particularly grueling day spent 
cleaning up our apartment in Gulfport, Mississippi, 
prior to being transferred to England, we decided to 
eat dinner at a restaurant.  We were both very tired; 
so, when the server asked us what we wanted to 
drink, we weren’t really thinking about our reply...she 
returned with two rum and cokes.  Immediately, Kelly 
and I looked at each other and realized that neither 
one of us could drink the drinks...you see, Kelly had 
given up soda for Lent and I had given up alcohol.  
We stared at the drinks in silence...aware that Satan 
had silently crept into the booth with us.  Smiling 
wryly, he cast his gaze back and forth between the 
drinks and both of us.  He had conjured up a most 
delightful situation in an attempt to weaken our 
connection with God.  Well, I’m happy to report that 
we sent the drinks back.  We resisted 
temptation...but it was both interesting and disturbing 
to experience such a blatant display by the Great 
Tempter. 

The account of Jesus’ temptations by the devil in 
Matthew 4:1-11 provides an opportunity to explore 
the role of temptation in our lives: 

“Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He 
fasted forty days and forty nights, and 
afterwards he was famished. The tempter 
came and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of 
God, command these stones to become 
loaves of bread.’ But he answered, ‘It is 
written, “One does not live by bread alone, but 
by every word that comes from the mouth of 
God.”’ Then the devil took him to the holy city 
and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 
saying to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, 
throw yourself down; for it is written, “He will 
command his angels concerning you,” and 
“On their hands they will bear you up, so that 
you will not dash your foot against a stone.”’ 
Jesus said to him, ‘Again it is written, “Do not 
put the Lord your God to the test.”’ Again, the 

devil took him to a very high mountain and 
showed him all the kingdoms of the world and 
their splendor; and he said to him, ‘All these I 
will give you, if you will fall down and worship 
me.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Away with you, 
Satan! For it is written, “Worship the Lord your 
God, and serve only him.”’ Then the devil left 
him, and suddenly angels came and waited 
on him.” 

What fascinates me about this passage is that the 
Holy Spirit led Jesus to be tempted.  Up to now, my 
concept of the Holy Spirit was that it would lead me 
“beside quiet waters,” and that my job in life was to 
find these benevolent places so I could sit still and 
listen. But Ash Wednesday and the season of Lent 
remind us it’s not about water, holy or otherwise; it’s 
about dust…from dust we have come and to dust we 
shall return. Lent is our time to consider the desert.  
Just like a star athlete, Jesus “trained” in the 
desert…he honed his skills against the forces of evil, 
against the temptations of the devil, ensuring he was 
able to deal effectively with evil during his ministry.  
Similarly, visiting the desert and experiencing 
temptation is necessary for us to mature spiritually in 
order to effectively do God’s work in the world.  
Thankfully, God’s mercy provides for the Holy Spirit 
to remain with us through our trials.  The Spirit 
helped Jesus meet each of the temptations by 
focusing His mind on scripture, on the Word of God.  
If we allow it, the same Spirit will be there during our 
difficult, but necessary journeys in the desert; to help 
us remain focused on God’s will and purpose for our 
lives.   

In Romans 12:1, Paul tells us to offer our bodies to 
God as a living sacrifice...but there’s more! In the 
next verse, he emphasizes the importance of 
spiritual growth as well…while we offer our physical 
being, we are to be transformed by renewing our 
minds. This is our Lenten journey, the reason for our 
time in the desert.   

This Ash Wednesday, remember the glorious 
elements from which we are created – and give 
thanks. Acknowledge one God, to whom we belong, 
and without whom no truly good thing can exist.  
Consider the desert and why we need to enter it…to 
be reworked, renewed, and transformed.  
 

Yours in Christ, 
Joe Martin 
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DAYBREAKERS  

(Women’s breakfast Bible study group— 
where the early bird gets the Word!) 

We meet at 8:00 a.m. the first and third Tuesdays of 
each month at the King Street Diner, 1319 North 
King Street.  Come join us!  We are studying “The 
Last Week,” a book about the last week of Jesus’ 
life.  
 
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY 
We meet at 7:00 a.m. the second and fourth 
Tuesdays of each month.  Check with the church 
office for location.  We are studying from the 
Serendipity Bible for Groups.  Come join us! 
 
 

 

FELLOWSHIP BIBLE STUDY 
We meet at 10:00 a.m. every Tuesday in the Harris 
Creek Library.  Bring a Bible. 
 
 

Wednesday Table Talk 
 

J.O.Y. (Just Older Youth) Schedule 
 
Come join us for some pleasant company, 
conversation, and the delight of a satisfying meal. If 
you plan to attend, please call Joyce Small at  
723-8983 by the Monday evening prior to the 
luncheon date to make your reservation. 
 
Lunch at 12:30 p.m. 
February 1 Briar Patch Tea Room 
  8 Lone Star Steakhouse 
  15 Andrea’s Italian Restaurant 
  22 Red Lobster 
  29 Mama Rosa’s 
 

Memorial Fund 
 

During the month of December, donations were 
made in memory Pastor Stowe and Mr. and Mrs. 
Howe.  The Men’s Breakfast Bible Study donated 
toward their scholarship fund, and there was a 
donation for facilities use. Thank you for your 
generous contributions! 
 

 

DO YOU WANT TO KNOW MORE 
ABOUT… 
 
Altar Guild  Alice Bradley, 865-0914 
Audio Ministry  Church Office, 851-2838 
Being a Greeter  Arlene Scherrer, 851-4306 
Being an Usher  Fred Bradley, 865-0914 
Bethel Bible Series  Reverie Rowlett, 850-8236 
Capital Fund  Rick Graves, 851-8290 
Care Ministry  Keri Stewart, 864-0303 
Christian Education Ministry Carolyn Campbell, 850-8134 
Child Care  Ann Riley, 851-6292 
Church Operations/ 
    Administration  Rick Graves, 851-8290 
Community Ministry Vivian Griese, 851-4098 
   Ernie Atkins, 723-7770 
Confirmation  Dianne Congrove, 850-3495 
   Rita Foringer, 850-3472 
Cross and Crown  Jennifer Kjelvik, 224-8333 
Daybreakers Bible Study Ann Myers, 851-2838 
Day School  Linda Robinson, 851-6292 
Diaconate Ministry  Leonard Mayo, 851-2478 
Discipleship Groups Sharon Padula, 851-3052 
Fellowship Bible Study Paula Jones, 850-2372 
Nursery   Keri Stewart, 864-0303 
Lectors   Ron Aheimer, 851-0229 
Memorials  Jeane Fullen, 851-9429 
Men’s Breakfast Bible Study Fred Bradley, 865-0914 
Music Program  Martin Sunderland, 851-2838 
Parish Fellowship  Mike Riley, 851-0825 
Pastoral Care  Pastor Bang, 851-2838 
Pastor’s Class  Trish Glaab, 850-3971 
Prayer Ministry  Jill Ruhl, 851-8300, 
   Joyce Small, 723-8983 
Red Hatters  Jill Ruhl, 851-8300 
Scouting Programs 
    Boy Scouts Troop 84 John Campbell, 850-8134 
    Cub Scouts Pack 184 Glen Bragg, 848-3416 
    Girl Scouts Michelle Robertson, 715-7242 
Seniors (Just Older Youth) Joyce Small, 723-8983 
Shawl Ministry  Dale Pedersen, 868-0370 
Sound Board  Mike Via, 596-3338 
Stewardship  Pastor Bang, 851-2838 
Sunday School  Carolyn Campbell, 850-8134 
Sunrise House  Pastor Harrison, 896-0800 
Vacation Bible School Church Office, 851-2838 
Worship Ministry  Bob Kaufmann, 868-6229 
   Ed Kleinschmidt, 877-4976 
Youth Ministry  Church Office, 851-2838 

 

 

 



 
 

Power in the Spirit 
 

Now is the time to mark your calendars.  Before your summer schedule is so busy that there isn’t time for one 
more thing, mark the dates for this year’s Power in the Spirit.   
 

For those not familiar with the event, it is an opportunity for adults to recharge their spiritual batteries.  Held each 
summer at Roanoke College, it is an adult retreat when one attends workshops, Bible studies, worship services 
and joins with Lutherans from across Virginia to praise and worship God.  
 

The vital information for this year follows: 
 

Theme:   “Welcoming the Stranger” 
Keynote speaker: The Reverend Ruben Duran 
Bible leader:  Bishop Margaret Paine 
Entertainer:  Ed Kilbourne 
Musicians:  Mark Merz & Company 
Dates:   July 12-14, 2012 

 

More information will be available as the event gets closer, but it is now time to save the dates.  If you have any 
questions, please contact me at 850-3472.   Won’t you prayerfully consider coming with us this year? 
 

Rita Foringer  

$45,348 

$36,266 

$45,989 
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$70,000 
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Current Year Offerings

Prior Year Offerings

Stewardship Update
Expenses and Offerings

for Combined Building & Regular EMR  Accounts

Given our recent changes to combine the Building

and EMR accounts, we now should be looking at these 
combined results to better monitor our Stewardship.  

The graph below examines our actual combined 
expenses versus our combined offerings for both 
accounts.

In this chart we are comparing the current year's 

combined offerings to those of the prior year.  As you 
can see we are continuing to fall below the prior year's 

levels.   As is typical for December, we did have a very 
good month.  This was the first month in the last ten 
month's that we were not required to draw upon 

reserves.  We all pray that this is the beginning of a 
new trend allowing us to meet all of our expenses 

without relying upon reserves.
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Easter Egg Order Form  
 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church is selling chocolate covered Easter eggs.  The eggs are available in two sizes 

and seven fabulous flavors.  The large eggs weigh approximately 8 oz. and can be personalized.  The small 

eggs can be ordered in an assortment with one of each flavor or one flavor per box.  The weight of each 

small egg is approximately 1.5 oz.  All eggs will be decorated with flowers.  Please return completed order 

forms to the information desk in the atrium and place in the box labeled Easter Egg Orders.  
 

Order deadline is Monday, March 19
th

.  All orders must be pre-paid.   Make checks payable to Gloria Dei 

Lutheran Church.  Questions: Mary Mace 826-5435.   
 

Orders may be picked up at Gloria Dei.  Please circle or highlight your intended pick up date.  
 

Friday, March 30th         12:00 pm ï 6:00 pm                                                    

Saturday, March 31st       2:00 pm ï 4:00 pm   

Sunday, April 1st              9:30 am - 1:00 pm 

 

Purchaserôs Name and Phone#:_______________________________________________________ 
 

E-mail (for pick-up reminder)__________________________________________________________ 
 

Small 1.5 oz. eggs ï six per box (no personalization) $6.00 each box 
 Assortment 

(1 of each flavor except 
crème de menthe) 

Box of 6 
Peanut 
Butter 

Box of 6 
Butter 
Cream 

Box of 6  
Coconut 
Cream 

Box of 6 
Crème de 
Menthe 

Box of 6  
Raspberry 

Cream 

Box of 6  
Chocolate 

Cream 

Box of 6 
Orange 
Cream 

 

TOTAL 

QUANTITY          

$ SUBTOTAL          
 

$$ Subtotal large eggs __________ 
$$ Subtotal small eggs __________ 
                 Grand Total __________ 
 

Cash _________ Check #_________     Order taken by_______________________ 
  

Large Personalized 8 oz. eggs $5.00 each egg 

Please print clearly the names for each egg 

10 letters maximum or ñHappy Easterò 
Peanut 

Butter 
Butter 

Cream 
Coconut 

Cream 
Crème de 

Menthe 
Raspberry 

Cream 
Chocolate 

Cream 
Orange 

Cream 

        

        

        

        

        

        TOTAL 

QUANTITY         

$ SUBTOTAL         



Senior High Youth Group and  
Junior Youth Group 

 

February 21 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, 5:30 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall/Kitchen/Youth Room 
Please be there by 5:00 p.m. to help with set-up, 

serving, and clean-up. 
 
 

 
 
Gloria Dei’s Lent/Easter brochure is enclosed in this 
newsletter.   
 

Birthdays in February 
 
1 Luke Phillips 
3 Susan Freakley, Trey Miller, Ann Riley 
4 Doran Cole, Virginia Lyeth, Sally Miller 
7 Jennifer Tunstall 
8 Michael Hunnicutt, Courtney Lynch 
9 Katelynne Berland, Calvin Kearney 
11 Josha Green, Mitzi Siefers, Mike Williams 
12 Linda Cline, Jennifer Robinson 
13 Joshua Bornhoft 
14 Sharon Padula 
15 Joe Halley, Michelle Walker 
16 Hope Matthews 
17 Michelle Robertson, Julie White 
18 Inge Mault, Aaron Sutherland 
19 Ron Hughes, Jr., Tony van Schagen 
20 Jim Bruff, Sandra Dunn, Tiiu Hart, Arthur Tracey 
21 Joe Capone, Joseph Grube, Pam Hughes, 

Virginia Price 
22 Don Dair, Brian Grube, Austin Honyoust,  

Jill Ruhl 
23 Meg Dunton, Bill Swanson 
24 Ryan Cerone, Kristina Robinson, Bruce Thomas 
25 Julie Crawford, Kaitlyn Gardner 
26 Betty Bryant, Cindy Sutherland 
27 Olivia Cordle, Frank Dickseski, Nicholas Locey 
28 Jerri Dickseski, Audrey Engelund, Sherri Gretka, 
 Patricia Pitsillides 
29 Bob Kaufmann, Franklin Scheib 
 

Anniversaries in February 
 

2 Al and Cheryl Morris 
8 Tad and Rita Foringer 
 Chris and Jennifer Robinson 
10 Ron and Joanne Aheimer 
11 Jay and Rhonda Dugger 
12 Russ and Joann Morrison 
14 John and Carolyn Campbell 
 Jim and Jennifer Cunnison 
15 Harry and Tiiu Hart 
17 Ernie and Tami Atkins 
 A.W. and Bev Hamrick 
19 Jason and Jessica Green 
 Tom and Donna Vanorsdale 
23 Bill and Pat Roscopf 
24 John and Kim Wheeler 
 

Church Office Holiday 
 

The church office will be closed on Monday, 
February 20, for Presidents’ Day. 



Winter Celebration 2012 

PEACE 
 
Thank you for letting us be able to travel to Eagle Eyrie.  I had a lot of fun, and it truly was an eye-opening experience.  Our youth 
group at Gloria Dei seems to have a very close and special bond, and we would not be able to deepen that without the retreats.  
Thank you. 
 
Thanks for letting us enjoy ourselves.  I had a great time.  It let me have some time to cool down.  Hopefully, I will come back 
again. 
 
Thank you so much for allowing all of us to go to Winter Celebration.  It was an amazing experience, and I can’t wait to go again!! 
 
Dear Congregation, 
I thank you dearly for my exciting time at “Winter Cel.”  I learned a lot and met so many new people and friends.  I am looking 
forward to next year, hopefully to go to Winter Cel again.  Thanks again! 
 
Thank you for allowing all of us to come on Winter Celebration.  I enjoy it because I have a lot of fun and I get to meet new people, 
which soon get to be long-distance friends.  I am glad that Mr. Sipes is willing to drive the bus for us.  I hope to come to future 
winter celebrations. 
 
I appreciate you allowing us to go to Winter Celebration this year.  It is a great experience due to the amount of new friends you 
meet.  It is a weekend that helps you grow in faith and, if you or someone else is having a problem, then Eagle Eyrie is a great 
place to talk about it.  It is a truly great trip, and I give you thanks for giving me the opportunity to go. 
 
Winter Celebration is always a good time.  It is an honor to be able to go every year.  Meeting new people and making new friends 
is always a good time.  I really appreciate you giving us the opportunity to do this. 
 
Being a senior this year, I was looking forward to Winter Celebration for awhile.  Thank you for the opportunity to go on this 
amazing trip.  Words cannot describe the atmosphere.  Everyone is excited and work to learn and grow in faith.  Every year of 
going on retreat has left me with memories that I will never forget.  Winter Celebration this year was truly special because of the 
band that our youth group has.  Winter Celeb ration allowed us to grow every closer to each other through faith.  I will never forget 
the weekends I spent on retreats, and I thank you for giving us the opportunity.  
 
This year at Winter Cel was my first year.  I was shy, nervous, and afraid of the unknown.  This experience, however, has really 
changed my perspective on life.  I was comfortable and surrounded by people who give nothing but support and love.  I could not 
have asked, or even wished, for a better small group.  I have never opened up the way I did here and, even, though I am new, I 
felt like I’ve always been a part of this.  My group and I grew so much as a whole within 24 hours.  Thank you for this magnificent 
experience.  It was definitely something I will never forget. 
 

Synod youth events give the youth of the church a chance to become part of an intentional Christian community.  I believe this is 
vital to the lives of young Christians because it creates an opportunity for them to grow in their faith.  In addition, new, lasting 
friendships are made while existing relationships are strengthened.  I thank the congregation of Gloria Dei for giving me the means 
to attend these events.  7th Day, Lost and Found, Winter Cel, Synod Assembly, and Kairos have greatly developed me as a 
Christian and as a person.  I have made countless memories over the years and have met many people that I will never forget. 
 

I have been attending these retreats since I was in 5th grade, and I can honestly say that this was the best year yet.  I met 
incredible people and grew a stronger bond with many people of our own youth group.  I’d like to thank the people of the church 
because with our support it made my final hoorah at Eagle Eyrie a memory that I will always cherish and never forget. 
 

I would like to thank all of the members that help us to all of the retreats at Eagle Eyrie, may it be by donating money, buying 
Christmas trees, and many other contributions.  We always have a great time on these retreats and learn more about our faith and 
each other.  Thank you very much! 
 
Thanks for a wonderful weekend at Eagle Eyrie.  It was my first Winter Cel, and hopefully not my last.  Thanks again. 
 
Thanks for the support all these years!  It’s been fun, and I will really miss it. 
   



    February 2012 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 

12:30 PM-Lunch & Table Talk at  
Briar Patch Tea Room 
5:30 PM-Youth Night 
6:15 PM-Wittenberg Ringers, 
Sr. Youth Choir, Grades 5/6 
Bible Study; Adult Music Class 
6:30 PM-Midweek Bible Study 
6:45 PM-Tower Ringers, Jr. 
Youth Choir 
7:30 PM-Confirmation, Sr. 
Discipleship Gp, AA 

2 
2:50 PM-Chorister 
Choir 
4:15 PM-Jubilate 
Ringers; Luther 
Ringers 
6:30 PM-Adult Ringers 
7:30 PM-Senior Choir 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
8:15 & 11 AM- 
WORSHIP 
9:45 AM-Sunday 
School 
 

6 
 

7 
8 AM-Daybreakers 
Bible Study 
10 AM-Fellowship 
Bible Study 
3:30 PM-Cherub 
Choir 
4:30 PM-ExAdCom 
 

8 
12:30 PM-Lunch & Table Talk at 
Lone Star Steakhouse 
5:30 PM-Youth Night 
6:15 PM-Wittenberg Ringers, 
Sr. Youth Choir, Grades 5/6 
Bible Study; Adult Music Class 
6:30 PM-Midweek Bible Study 
6:45 PM-Tower Ringers, Jr. 
Youth Choir 
7:30 PM-Confirmation, Sr. 
Discipleship Gp, AA 

9 
2:50 PM-Chorister 
Choir 
4:15 PM-Jubilate 
Ringers; Luther 
Ringers 
6:30 PM-Adult 
Ringers 
7:30 PM-Senior 
Choir 
 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
8:15 & 11 AM- 
WORSHIP 
9:45 AM-Sunday 
School 
2 PM-Shawl 
Ministry 
 

13 
 

14 
7 AM-Men’s Bible 
Study 
10 AM-Fellowship 
Bible Study 
3:30 PM-Cherub 
Choir 
7 PM-Parish 
Council Meeting 
 

15 
12:30 PM-Lunch & Table Talk at  
Andrea’s Italian Restaurant 
5:30 PM-Youth Night 
6:15 PM-Wittenberg Ringers, 
Sr. Youth Choir, Grades 5/6 
Bible Study; Adult Music Class 
6:30 PM-Midweek Bible Study 
6:45 PM-Tower Ringers, Jr. 
Youth Choir 
7:30 PM-Confirmation, Sr. 
Discipleship Gp, AA 

16 
2:50 PM-Chorister 
Choir 
4:15 PM-Jubilate 
Ringers; Luther 
Ringers 
6:30 PM-Adult 
Ringers 
7:30 PM-Senior 
Choir 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
8:15 & 11 AM- 
WORSHIP 
9:45 AM-Sunday 
School  
 

20 
Presidents’ 
Day 

21 
8 AM-Daybreakers 
Bible Study 
10 AM-Fellowship 
Bible Study 
3:30 PM-Cherub 
Choir 
5:30 PM-Shrove 
Tuesday Pancake 
Supper 

22 
12:30 PM-Lunch & Table Talk at  
Red Lobster 
7 PM-Ash Wednesday 
WORSHIP 
7:30 PM- AA 

23 
2:50 PM-Chorister 
Choir 
4:15 PM-Jubilate 
Ringers; Luther 
Ringers 
6:30 PM-Adult 
Ringers 
7 PM-Parish 
Council 
7:30 PM-Senior 
Choir 

24 

 

 
 

25 
7 PM-Silver 
Strolling 
Strings of 
Norfolk 
Concert 
 

26 
8:15 & 11 AM- 
WORSHIP 
9:45 AM-Sunday 
School  
12:30 PM-7th Day 
Meeting 
 

27 28 
7 AM-Men’s Bible 
Study 
10 AM-Fellowship 
Bible Study 
3:30 PM-Cherub 
Choir 
 
 

2912:30 PM-Lunch & Table 

Talk at Mama Rosa’s 
5:30 PM-Soup Supper 
7:00 PM-Lenten WORSHIP 
7:30 PM- AA 
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Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 
250 Fox Hill Road, Hampton, Virginia   23669-1793 

Telephone (757)851-2838  FAX (757)850-3935 

www.gloriadeilutheranchurch.net 

e-mail:  psipes@gloriadei.net 

Office Hours:  9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Monday – Friday 

Sunrise House:  (757) 896-0800; www.sunrisehouse.net  

Gloria Dei is a congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

 

Dated Material 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday:  8:15 and 11:00 a.m. Worship 
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Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper  
5:30 ð 7:00 p.m.  

Pancakes, sausage, fruit cocktail, juice, and hot drinks.  
Our Senior High Youth will serv e, and Al Scherrer, Jr., 

will  make his infamous pancakes!  
Free - will donations will be accepted toward the 2012 

Virginia Synod youth - sponsored projects.  

 

Lent begins on February 22 with the  
Ash Wednesday service at 7:00 p.m.  

Nursery provided.  
 

Our complete Lent/Easter brochure is enclo sed.  

mailto:psipes@gloriadei.net
http://www.sunrisehouse.net/

